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On the Road to the Cross
Written by Rev. Ann Elyse Van Winkle
Dear Friends,
As we gather with Jesus and the disciples at the table on Thursday, may we
come with a hunger for righteousness and a thirst for Godly justice. May we
make room for everyone, even those who betray us.
As we follow Jesus into the garden to pray, may we stay alert to the voice of
God in our world.
As we face the guards who would drag Jesus away, may we put away our
weapons and approach our enemies with grace and compassion.
As we watch the trial unfold, may we boldly proclaim that we know him, that
we follow the Christ. And if we do deny Jesus, may we find comfort in the
unwavering forgiveness of God.
As we walk behind Jesus, struggling to carry the cross, may we rush to help
with the weight. And may we help carry the burdens of all who we see
bending under too much pressure.
As we survey the wondrous cross, may we not run away in fear, but may we
have the courage to face our grief and pain.
As we carry Jesus to the tomb, may we draw strength from each other and
form bonds of solidarity in our brokenness.
As we approach the tomb on Easter morning, may we feel our sadness turn to
amazement, and our grief turned into wonder. May we once more discover
the joy of life eternal, for Christ is Risen, indeed!
With prayers and blessings for you all,
Ann Elyse
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Presbytery Happenings
Announcements and Celebrations

Upcoming
Meetings and
Events:
ALL REPORTS FOR
PRESBYTERY DUE
April 21
Education and
Leadership, April 26, 5pm,
Royal Oak Marion
Presbytery Assembly,
May 12, Hillsville

Our Sympathies
We offer our sympathies and our prayers to the family and friends of
Joan Murray. Joan was the wife of the late Rev. Curtis Murray, and a
long-time member and accompanist at Walnut Grove Presbyterian. She
passed away Tuesday morning.
Mark Your Calendars for Spring PW Gathering!
The Spring PW Gathering will take place on Saturday, April 30, at
Dinwiddie Presbyterian in Hillsville. Registration will open at 9:30am,
and the meeting will begin at 10. The keynote address will be delivered
by Katherine Campbell. In addition to the spring business meeting,
there will be a special necrology service to honor the memory of our
Presbyterian Women who passed away in 2021.

We Pray:
For Linda Walker
For Rev. Michael Weller
For Brenda Lawson
For Jennifer Parish
For Ukraine
For those with COVID,
and those who continue
to work on the front lines
of the pandemic
For the churches in our
presbytery
For Wild Goose NWC

Lux Theological Institute at Monmouth College
Do you have any high schoolers who are already thinking deeply about
theological issues? the Lux Institute at Monmouth College offers a two
week summer program for students to engage in meaningful
conversation, learn new worship and spiritual practices, and participate
in service.
This year's theme is "Hear the Cries of the Poor: Thinking Theologically
about Poverty and Hunger," and the program runs from June 12-26.
Want to know more? Check out lux.monmouthcollege.edu.
Just a Reminder
Committee chairs, please make sure to have your reports into April by
the end of the day on April 21, in preparation for the May 12 presbytery
assembly. Thank you!

