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Cold Snap
Written by Rev. Ann Elyse Van Winkle
Dear Friends,
This past weekend's weather was wild! We were moving along toward
spring, we had started to see flowers blooming, and then...the cold
snap came. Suddenly, we had to grab our winter coats again to bundle
up against snow and bitter winds.
It made me reflect on our work together in Abingdon presbytery. We
are working to move forward, to chart a new course, but there will be
moments when we experience the cold snap--a setback that slows our
progress and throws us off track for a bit. The plans that we had made
have to quickly shift to accommodate the forecast.
But perhaps, we can find the benefits to the cold snaps. For example, I
used my time indoors to create my own tea blend. I took Sabbath rest
instead of trying to rush around and get everything done. Perhaps, the
cold snaps are God's way of reminding us that we can slow down. We
are on a journey together, not a race. We don't have to figure
everything out today, or accomplish all of our goals in the next few
months. We can pause. Rest. Savor.
Spring is still going to come. God is still in control. And even if it feels
that sometimes we're moving backwards or not making enough
progress fast enough, I invite us all to remember that cold snaps don't
last and we're in this together.
In Christ,
Ann Elyse

OUR CONTACT INFO:
Presbytery Office:
285 Church St
Wytheville, VA 24382
Phone:
(276) 378-7688
Office Manager:
april@abingdonpresbytery.com
Presbytery Leader/Stated Clerk:
annelyse@abingdonpresbytery.com
Cell: (540) 718-2195
And make sure to like us on
Facebook!

Presbytery Happenings
Announcements and Celebrations

Upcoming
Meetings and
Events:
COM, March 17, 10 am via
Zoom
Synod Spring Assembly,
March 18, via Zoom
CLP Bible Class, March 19,
9am @ Walnut Grove and
via Zoom
Personnel and Operations
Committee, March 22,
1pm @ presby office

We Pray:
For CLP Darlene Litton
For Rev. Michael Weller
For Brenda Lawson
For Joan Murray (wife of
the late Rev. Curt Murray)
For Jennifer Parish
For Ukraine
For those with COVID,
and those who continue
to work on the front lines
of the pandemic
For the churches in our
presbytery
For Wild Goose NWC

How to Help Ukraine
Ukraine has been on our hearts and our minds a lot in these recent
weeks, and we want to make sure that everyone knows how they can
support relief efforts.
We lift up to you the ongoing work of the Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, who are working alongside ACT Alliance to provide
emergency humanitarian aid such as food, hygiene items, diapers,
medicine and shelter. You can learn more and receive updates by
visiting pda.pcusa.org/situation/ukraine. There is also a link from that
page to donate.
The Mission Ministries and Partnership committee has made a donation
to the PDA Ukraine fund on behalf of Abingdon Presbytery, and our
prayers are with the people of Ukraine.
Planned Giving Workshops
The Presbyterian Foundation is pleased to offer two workshops!
Register for a free Day of Learning March 29. Come zoom with us. Each
program will be 60-90 minutes.
1:00 p.m. Eastern
Ellie Johns-Kelley, Ministry Relations Officer, and Karl Mattison, Vice
President for Planned Giving Resources will present Good, Better, Best:
Right-sized Planned Giving Programs.
4:00 p.m. Eastern
Olanda Carr, Senior Ministry Relations Officer, will be in conversation
with Rev. Dr. Brandi Casto-Waters of Reid Memorial Presbyterian
Church in Augusta, Georgia on Having the Talk and Making the Ask.
For more information and to register for the events, check out the
Presbyterian Foundation website, or click here.

Presbytery Happenings
Announcements and Celebrations

Upcoming
Meetings and
Events:
COM, March 17, 10 am via
Zoom
Synod Spring Assembly,
March 18, via Zoom
CLP Bible Class, March 19,
9am @ Walnut Grove and
via Zoom
Personnel and Operations
Committee, March 22,
1pm @ presby office

Clerks, Mark Your Calendars!
There will be 3 chances for clerks of session to attend a clerks training
and records review workshop. Please mark your calendars now and plan
to attend. All three workshops will be on Saturdays from 9:30-noon (you
only need to attend once).
Every church's records must be reviewed by the presbytery at least
every two years (G-3.0108(a) of the Book of Order).
May 14: Walnut Grove
May 21: Gladeville
June 4: Wytheville, presbytery office
CLP Spring Bible Class
The Spring Bible Class will have its second meeting this Saturday
morning, both at Walnut Grove and via Zoom. Please contact Ann Elyse
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if you need the zoom link.
Click here to see the recording of the first class.
Mission Opportunity
June 5, 2022, a team representing the PC(USA) and Abingdon Presbytery
will set out for Nairobi, Kenya. Rich Valley Presbyterian Church is
helping to sponsor an outreach to Nairobi and Mwamba, Kenya in
service of Refresh Bible College, to train pastors, lay leaders, and
teachers in leadership skills, hermeneutics and Bible study, and
preaching. The team will also be in service to victims of poverty and
children in rural communities. The trip will afford opportunity to share
a variety of skills, testimonies, and pastoral care. There is ample
opportunity for anyone who would like to join or participate through
support of this short-term mission trip. The team, which is currently
composed of 7 people, will be on the ground in Kenya for ten days,
returning on June 17th. For more information or to learn how you can be
a part of the team here or abroad, please contact Rev. Mike Klumpp at
mikeklumpp@yahoo.com or (276) 378-6762.

