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Beauty in the Broken
Written by Rev. Ann Elyse Van Winkle

Dear Friends,

On Saturday, I tried something new. I took a mosaic class and
decorated a terracotta pot. As the instructor showed us how to cut the
glass, she said, "I never worry about broken dishes anymore, because
now I see the potential for art in the shattered pieces." Wow, that
definitely spoke to my heart, and I saw it. As I cut and glued glass onto
my flower pot, I reflected on how I was trying to create something
lovely and lasting from what I would normally sweep up and cast
aside. My pot won't make it into any art galleries, but it is bright,
colorful, and fun.

So now I wonder, what are things that we see as broken in our own
lives that God can work into art? Who are the people that we would
normally cast aside, who are waiting for us to see their potential and
beauty in their brokenness? What could we as the church create
together, if we took the fragmented pieces of ourselves--the old hurts
and past wounds--and laid them before God to do a new thing?

This week, I pray that you can find beauty in the broken, hope within
the despair and turmoil of our world. I hope that we can make art from
what has shattered.
In Christ,
Ann Elyse
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Upcoming
Meetings and
Events:

Presbytery Happenings
Announcements and Celebrations

We Pray:
For CLP Darlene Litton
For Rev. Michael Weller
For Brenda Lawson
For Joan Murray (wife of
the late Rev. Curt Murray)
For Jennifer Parish
For Ukraine
For those with COVID,
and those who continue
to work on the front lines
of the pandemic
For the churches in our
presbytery
For Wild Goose NWC

Education and
Leadership committee,
March 8, 5pm @ Royal
Oak
Mission Ministries
committee, March 10,
1pm @ presby office
CLP Bible Class, March 12,
9am @ Walnut Grove and
via Zoom

Clerks, Mark Your Calendars!
There will  be 3 chances for clerks of session to attend a clerks training

and records review workshop. Please mark your calendars now and plan

to attend. All  three workshops will  be on Saturdays from 9:30-noon (you

only need to attend once).

Every church's records must be reviewed by the presbytery at least
every two years (G-3.0108(a) of the Book of Order).
May 14: Walnut Grove

May 21: Gladeville

June 4: Wytheville, presbytery office

CLP Spring Bible Class
The Spring Bible Class will  begin this Saturday, March 12, at 9am and

run four weeks. We will  meet at Walnut Grove and via zoom. All

sessions will  also be recorded. 

For more information or for the zoom link, please contact Ann Elyse.

Mission Opportunity
June 5, 2022, a team representing the PC(USA) and Abingdon Presbytery

will  set out for Nairobi, Kenya. Rich Valley Presbyterian Church is

helping to sponsor an outreach to Nairobi and Mwamba, Kenya in

service of Refresh Bible College, to train pastors, lay leaders, and

teachers in leadership skills, hermeneutics and Bible study, and

preaching. The team will  also be in service to victims of poverty and

children in rural communities. The trip will  afford opportunity to share

a variety of skills, testimonies, and pastoral care. There is ample

opportunity for anyone who would like to join or participate through

support of this short-term mission trip. The team, which is currently

composed of 7 people, will  be on the ground in Kenya for ten days,

returning on June 17th. For more information or to learn how you can be

a part of the team here or abroad, please contact Rev. Mike Klumpp at

mikeklumpp@yahoo.com or (276) 378-6762.


