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Messages from the
Mountaintop
OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF
ABINGDON PRESBYTERY

Advent 3: Joy

OUR CONTACT INFO:

Written by Rev. Ann Elyse Van Winkle
Dear Friends,
This past Sunday, I had the great honor to pull a double shift in the
pulpit. I preached at both McIver Memorial and Walnut Grove, both
in Bristol, where we focused on JOY. Joy is a communal event.
When is the last time that you were really happy, but you didn't
want to tell anybody and let them share in your happiness with you?
It doesn't happen very often (if ever).
Joy is meant to be shared. How do you share joy during Christmas?
Do you bake cookies? Go (covid-safe) caroling? Send Christmas
cards to family and friends?
How do you share joy once all the decorations are packed away
again? We cultivate joy within our own hearts, nurtured with the
assurance that God is good and still working in our world.
So cultivate and share your joy, at Christmas and all year long.
In Christ,
Ann Elyse

McIver Memorial (above) and Walnut Grove
(right) both had beautiful poinsettias!
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And make sure to like us on
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Presbytery Happenings
Upcoming
Meetings and
Events:
Presbytery Christmas
Service, Dec 19 @6pm,
zoom
OFFICE IS CLOSED from
Dec 23 @ noon until Jan 3
Presbytery assembly, Jan
13, 2022 @ 9:30, Central in
Bristol & on zoom

Announcements and Celebrations
Volunteers Needed for Massanetta Springs Middle School Conference
The Massanetta Springs Middle School Conferences are looking for
leaders! High school students currently in 10th-12th grades can apply to
serve as Youth Advocates, and adults interested in leading workshops
can answer our Call for Workshop Directors. For more information or to
register your youth to participate, visit
MassanettaSprings.org/programs/MSC. Questions? Contact Colleen
Earp, Program Director, at colleen@massanettasprings.org.

Christmas Is Coming!:
There will be a presbytery lessons and carols service this Sunday
evening, based on the Twelve Days of Christmas.

We Pray:
For those affected by the
recent tornadoes
For Joan Murray (wife of
the late Rev. Curt Murray)
For Geoff Gilbert (son of
Rev. Dave Gilbert)
For Jennifer Parish
For those with COVID,
and those who continue
to work on the front lines
of the pandemic
For the churches in our
presbytery

The service will take place via Zoom on Sunday, December 19 at 6pm,
with a livestream to Facebook. It will also be recorded.
Meeting ID: 860 7594 5647
Passcode: 255651
Presbytery Office Closing for the Holidays:
The presbytery office will be closed from December 23 at noon, and will
reopen on January 3. If there is a pressing need, please call Ann Elyse on
her cell phone, and she will try to assist.
Good News Moment:
Richlands is happy to share that they had 22 children attend their
Advent crafts afternoon event. They also packed over 1000 shoeboxes for
Operation: Christmas Child, and collected a total of 10,270 from the
surrounding community. Great job!

