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Faithful Foundations
Written by Rev. Ann Elyse Van Winkle
Dear Friends,
This week, I worshipped with Glade Spring Presbyterian, and I had
the joy of giving a children's sermon to talk about how we build up
our faith. In Hebrews 11, we are reminded that our faith is
assurance in what we do not see. We are encouraged to build our
faith on a solid foundation.
So we build our faith, using the blocks that God has given us. We
worship (both online and in person). We pray. We sing songs of the
faith, read scripture, talk through God's Word in Sunday school and
Bible study. We learn faith in community. God has given us so
many ways to build up our faith, so that when life's storms come,
our faith can't be shaken.
Who and what are the building blocks of your faith? How are you
building up your faith this week? I encourage all of us to find time
to read scripture, to pray, and to worship our living Lord, so that
we will have faith that endures.
In Christ,
Ann Elyse
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Upcoming
Meetings and
Events:
November 11–Presbytery
Assembly, Wytheville
Assembly will start at
9:30 AM, in person
and via Zoom

Presbytery Happenings
Announcements, Joys, and Concerns
Calling all CLPs and Interested People:
On November 20, from 11-12:30 at Walnut Grove in Bristol, we will be
restarting our CLP program after the long COVID hiatus. The CLP
(commissioned lay pastor) program seeks to train up men and women
who are passionate about ministry to serve within Abingdon Presbytery.
Are you currently a CLP? Are you interested in finding out more about
what it means to be a CLP? Do you know someone who would be great?
Everyone is welcome on Nov 20, from those who have been CLPs for
years to those who aren't sure and want to know more. Please come and
take part in a fun morning of community and fellowship.

We Pray:
For those with COVID,
and those who continue
to work on the front lines
of the pandemic
For the churches in our
presbytery

Questions? Contact Ann Aichinger (annaichinger@gmail.com)

Book Recommendation and Discussion:
Rev. Dr. Ray Jones recommended a book
and gave us the challenge to read it and let
him know what we think.
Presbytery Leader Ann Elyse encourages
everyone to read The Patient Ferment of the
Early Church by Alan Kreider. She will then
host a book discussion on Tuesday,
January 11, at 10:30am, location TBD.
(So no need to try to cram in a book study
while trying to make it through the
holidays.) The book can be found on
Amazon, and if you need help getting a
copy, please contact Ann Elyse.
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Presbytery Happenings
Announcements, Joys, and Concerns
Prayerfully Consider Supporting Wild Goose:
Dear Church Leaders of Abingdon Presbytery,
On behalf of the Administrative Commission of the Wild Goose Christian
Community, we invite you to become a mission partner with this creative
and vital ministry Wild Goose. Each week on a Tuesday night, worshipers
gather in the quiet countryside of Indian Valley, settle in rocking chairs
forming a circle, and work out their own faith in Jesus our Christ. They
bring their dreams and questions, reflect upon their spiritual journeys and
seek to find meaning and hope in a setting and structure different from
traditional “church.” Wild Goose revels in welcoming folks who wish to
worship and learn and serve in a way differently structured from the
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traditional Sunday morning practices.
By giving to Wild Goose as a mission partner, you join in this effort to
provide a safe and nurturing spiritual environment for inclusive worship
with a diverse community of the faithful.
As Jesus taught, any gift is a good gift. We ask you to make your gift a
regular part of your mission giving – monthly, quarterly, yearly. You can
give through our website and click “GIVE NOW.” We also ask your church to
pray for us often and we invite you to visit us on a Tuesday night.
We appreciate your generosity. May God bless all our ministries to be
faithful “in a time such as this.”
Peace and joy,
Wild Goose Administrative Commission
Co-chair Rev. Hugh Matlack
Co-Chair Rev. Tony Palubicki

