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OUR CONTACT INFO:Welcome the Children
Written by Rev. Ann Elyse Hicks

Dear Friends,

This past weekend, I had the joy to be at Massanetta Springs to help plan and
dream about the 2023 Middle School Conferences. As we delved into our
theme text of Psalm 23, we were all energized around a common goal--to
welcome home the youth who will come and to point the way for them to find
their home in God. 

I then remembered the children's message that the Rev. Dr. Tom Whartenby
gave when I visited Galax Presbyterian on February 26. Tom talked about the
largest stained glass window in the church: Jesus welcoming the children. He
said that since this is the most prominent window, it must mean that the
story it depicts is one of great importance for the church. The church values
children and the gifts that they bring.

Welcoming children means welcoming the noise, the disruptions, and the
questions that don't have easy answers. Welcoming children requires us to be
open to curiosity, to wondering why, to looking at the church in a new way.
Welcoming children looks like cleaning scraped knees, offering endless
snacks, and calming fears of a world too big and complicated to understand.

We welcome children. We welcome families. We welcome all who need a
space to ask tough questions, who need to feel like they belong, who want a
home and a shelter from life's storms. We welcome one another as God first
welcomed us.

How do you show welcome, hospitality, and love in your life? In your church?
Feel free to reach out and share specific examples, so that we can learn and
grow together.

In Christ,
Ann Elyse
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Upcoming
Meetings and
Events:

Presbytery Happenings
Announcements and Celebrations

We Pray:

Mission Committee,
March 13, 10am via zoom
Administrators
Luncheon, March 28,
11am at Sisters Cafe,
Marion
Leadership Council,
March 30, 10am at
presbytery office and via
zoom

Scholarships Available!
The Education and Leadership Development committee are offering two

scholarships for churches.

First, there are ten $100 scholarships available for any youth attending a

Presbyterian camp this summer. Please contact April with the name of

the youth and the camp they will  be attending. 

Second, there are four $250 rebates available for any church to help

offset the costs of purchasing an AED machine. Please send April the

receipt, and she will  issue the rebate check. 

Fellowship of Church Administrators Luncheon
Abingdon Presbytery invites all  church administrators to come and

enjoy lunch and a time of fellowship! The annual luncheon will  be held

on Tuesday, March 28 from 11am-2pm  at Sister's Café in Marion. Please

let either April or Linda Cole (804-244-2445) know if you plan to attend

by Monday, March 27. Lunch will  be paid for by the presbytery.

Montreat Conference--Holy Shift
This October 9-12, Montreat is hosting a new conference called Holy

Shift:  Navigating Seismic Changes in the Church We Know. The theme

focuses on how we walk through the changes of our post-pandemic

world. Rev. Ann Aichinger would love to gather a group from Abingdon

Presbytery to attend the conference and rent a house together. If you're

interested in participating, please contact Ann at

annaichinger@gmail.com. 

For those affected by
natural disasters
For Linda Walker
For Rev. Michael Weller
For Dembi Dollo, Ethiopia
For Jennifer Parish
For Ukraine
For the churches in our
presbytery
For Wild Goose NWC

https://sisterscafemarion.com/
https://montreat.org/events/holy-shift

